
Key to Status Categories 
(KSNPC) Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission 
E: Endangered. A taxon in danger of extirpation and/or extinction throughout all or a significant part of its range in 
Kentucky. 
 
T: Threatened. A taxon likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant part 
of its range in Kentucky. 
 
S: Special Concern. A taxon that should be monitored because (1) it exists in a limited geographic area in Kentucky, 
(2) it may become threatened or endangered due to modification or destruction of habitat, (3) certain characteristics 
or requirements make it especially vulnerable to specific pressures, (4) experienced researchers have identified other 
factors that may jeopardize it, or (5) it is thought to be rare or declining in Kentucky but insufficient information 
exists for assignment to the threatened or endangered status categories. 
 
H: Historic. A taxon documented from Kentucky but not observed reliably since 1980 but is not considered extinct 
or extirpated. 
  
(US) Endangered Species Act of 1973 
E: Endangered. ". . . any species . . . in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range . . ." 
(USFWS 1992). 
 
T: Threatened. ". . . any species . . . likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout 
all or a significant portion of its range" (USFWS 1992). 
 
C: Candidate. Taxa for which the USFWS has A. . . sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threats to 
support proposals to list them as endangered or threatened" (USFWS 1999). 
  
 
Extinct/Extirpated. A taxon for which habitat loss has been pervasive and/or concerted efforts by knowledgeable 
biologists to collect or observe specimens within appropriate habitat have failed. 
Extinct: A taxon that no longer exists. 
Extirpated: A taxon that no longer exists in the wild in Kentucky, but exists elsewhere in the wild. 
  
  
For status category definitions see: 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 1992. Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended through the 100th 

Congress. United States Government Printing Office, Washington, District of Columbia; 
 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 1999. Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants; review of plant 

and animal taxa that are candidates or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened; annual notice of 
findings on recycled petitions; annual description of progress on listing actions; proposed rule. Federal Register 
64:57533-57547. 

 
US statuses were taken from: 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 1999. Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants; review of plant 

and animal taxa that are candidates or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened; annual notice of 
findings on recycled petitions; annual description of progress on listing actions; proposed rule. Federal Register 
64:57533-57547; 

 
• National Marine Fisheries Service. 1999. Endangered and threatened species; revision of candidate species list 

under the Endangered Species Act. Federal Register 64:33466—33468; 
 
• United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 2000. Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants. Department of 

the Interior, Washington, DC. 


